
117. Actinonema pachydermatum n. sp. Cuticle naked, very thick, occupying 
one-half the radius as measured at the base of the neck. Annules alike except 
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end; resolvable with difficulty into 
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culty on the anterior half of the body. The prominent wings, begin- 
JP ning on the neck, end near the middle of the tail. As there are deep, 

x 750 narrow grooves between the annules, the contour of the body is irreg- 
ularly crenate. Head set off by contraction and a deep constric- 

tion, subtruncate; mouth more or less depressed. The lip-region is one-half as high 
as wide, and appears to be composed of three fairly well developed, rounded, sub- 
distinct lips, which are set off by constriction. This lip-region appears as if 
protruding from within the thick cuticle, and stains in carmine while the cuticle 
remains quite colorless. On the lips there are no obvious signs of a cuticle. The 
pharynx is very small and inconspicuous, or even absent apparently. There seems 
to exist, however, a minute, more or less arcuate dorsal onchium, to be seen in 
balsam specimens only when exserted. The neck is conoid, the head convex- 
conoid. Amphids nearly straight transverse slits, four-fifths as long as the 
corresponding diameter of the head, and apparently eight times as long as wide. 
One of the foremost annules appears to be more or less dislocated;-that is to 

ession of the fore-most annules is somewhat disturbed by 
the presence of the amphids, which are otherwise almost 
invisible. Oesophagus more or less conoid, but decidedly 
clavate posteriorly. Near the head it is two-fifths, near 
the nerve-ring about one-fourth, and finally one-half, as 
wide as the corresponding portion of the neck. There is 
no distinct cardia. The rather thin-walled intestine, which 
becomes at once two-fifths as wide as the body, has a dis- 
tinct lumen. Its cross-section presents four to six cells. 
Cardiac collum one-fifth as wide as the body. From the 

. depressed anus the prominent cutinized rectum is one and 
one-fourth times as long as the anal body-diameter. The 

cells of the intestine contain numerous, very fine, colorless granules. The co- 
noid, subarcuate tail tapers from in front of the anus to the simple, unarmed, con- 
vex-conoid, rather blunt spinneret. The ellipsoidal caudal glands are small 
and inconspicuous, more or less unsymmetrical, and apparently lie in a close tan- 
dem opposite the anus. The elongated to fusiform, granular renette cell lies 
behind the neck a distance equal, to one and one-half body-diameters; it is as 
long as the body is wide and one-fifth as wide as long. Female sexual organs 
double. The tapering ovaries are of moderate size and extend half way back to 
the vulva. They contain few ova arranged for the most part single file. The 
simple, strong, tapering, rather stout spicula are at their widest part about one- 
sixth as wide as long. Their proximal ends appear to lie more or less opposite 
the body-axis. The simple, rather frail, slender accessory piece is about two- 
thirds as long as the spicula. There are no supplements or special papillae. 

Habitat: “Seagrass,” shoal, two miles off Key West, Florida, U. S. A. Fig. 117. 




